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Prayer before Catechism 

Come, Holy Ghost, fill the hearts of Thy faithful, and 
enkindle in them the fire of Thy love. Send forth Thy Spirit, 
and they shall be created. And Thou shalt renew the face of 
the earth. O God! who did instruct the hearts of the faithful 
by the light of the Holy Ghost; grant that we may be truly 
wise in the same spirit, and ever rejoice in His consolation. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Introduction - The End of Man 

» Who created you? 

• God created me. 

» Why were you created? 

• God created me that I might know Him, love Him, 
serve Him, and then be happy with Him in heaven. 

» What must you do in order to be with God in heaven? 

• I must believe in God, hope in Him, love Him above all 
things, and use the means of salvation. 

» Where do you learn all these things? 

• In the Christian doctrine, or in the Catechism. 



» What must we know and believe if after we have come to 

the use of reason we wish to be saved? 

• We must know and believe: 

• That there is only one God; 

• That in God there are three Persons: the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost; 

• That God is supremely just, and that He rewards the 
good and punishes the wicked; 

• That the Son of God became man and redeemed us 
by His sufferings and death. 

» What else must we know? 

• We must know: 

• The Apostles' Creed; 

• The Lord's Prayer; 

• The ten commandments of God and the six 
commandments of the Church; 

• The seven Sacraments. 

» Where do we find in a few words what we must believe? 

• In the Apostles' Creed. 

» Say the Apostles' Creed. 

• I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth; 

• And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; 

• Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary; 

• Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; 

• He descended into Hell; the third day He rose again 
from the dead; 

• He ascended into Heaven, and sits at the right hand 
of God, the Father Almighty; 



• From there He shall come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

• I believe in the Holy Ghost, 

• The Holy Catholic Church, the communion of Saints, 

• The forgiveness of sins, 

• The resurrection of the body, 

• And life everlasting. 

Amen. 


CHAPTER I - CHRISTIAN FAITH 

The Apostles' Creed - The First Article of the Creed 

» Which is the first Article of the Creed? 

• "I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth." 


I. GOD 

» What is God? 

• God is the Supreme Being, an infinitely perfect spirit, 
and the Creator and Lord of heaven and earth. 

» Why is God called a spirit? 

• Because He is without body, but has understanding 
and free will. 


» Why is God called an infinitely perfect spirit? 



• Because He possesses all perfections without measure 
or number. 

» Which are the principal perfections of God? 

• God is eternal, everywhere present, almighty, all¬ 
knowing, all-wise; He is holy, just, good, merciful, true, 
faithful and unchangeable. 

» Had God a beginning or will He have an end? 

• No; God had no beginning, and can have no end; He is 
eternal. 

» Where is God? 

• God is in heaven, on earth, and in all places; He is 
everywhere present. 

» What can God do? 

• He can do all things whatsoever He pleases; for He is 
almighty. 

» Does God know and see all things? 

• Yes; God knows and sees all things, even our thoughts; 
for He is all-knowing. 

» What do you mean when you say "God is all-wise?" 

• I mean that God knows how to dispose of all things in 
the best way. 

» Is it all the same to God whether a man is good or bad? 



• No; for God is holy and just. 

» What do the words "God is holy" mean? 

• They mean that God loves and wills only what is good, 
and hates what is evil. 

» What is the good that God loves? 

• All that is according to His most holy will. 

» What is the evil that God hates? 

• All that is against His commandments. 

» What do the words "God is just" mean? 

• They mean that God rewards the good and punishes 
the wicked as they deserve. 

» What do the words "God is good" mean? 

• They mean that God is infinitely good in Himself, and 
infinitely good to us. His creatures; for He is the supreme 
good. 

» What do the words "God is merciful" mean? 

• They mean that God pardons the penitent sinner and 
receives him again into favor. 

» What do the words "God is true" mean? 

• They mean that God can neither deceive nor be 
deceived. 



» What do the words "God is faithful" mean? 


• They mean that God will surely keep His promises and 
execute His threats. 

» What do the words "God is unchangeable" mean? 

• They mean that God can neither increase nor decrease 
in perfection. 

» What must we do to please God? 

• We must believe in God, hope in Him, and love Him 
above all things. 

» Why must we believe in God? 

• Because God is all-knowing and supremely truthful. 

» Why must we hope in God? 

• Because God is powerful, good, and most merciful. 

» Why must we love God? 

• Because God is the highest, most perfect, and most 
amiable good. 


II. THE BLESSED TRINITY 

» Are there more Gods than one? 
• No; there is only one God. 



» How many Persons are there in God? 

• In God there arc three Persons. 

» What are the three divine Persons called? 

• The first Person is called God the Father, the second, 
God the Son, and the third, God the Holy Ghost. 

» Is each of these three Persons God? 

• Yes; each of these three Persons is God; the Father is 
God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God. 

» Are then the three divine Persons not three Gods? 

• No; the three divine Persons are not three Gods; They 
are only one and the same God. 

» Why are They only one and the same God? 

• Because They have only one and the same nature and 
substance. 

» What name do we give to the three divine Persons taken 
together? 

• The name that we give is the Most Holy Trinity. 

» Is any one of the three divine Persons older than the 
others? 

• No; all three Persons are from eternity. 

» Which of the three divine Persons is more perfect? 



• All three are equal in all things, because all three are 
but one God. 

» How is God the Father specially known to us? 

• As the Creator of heaven and earth. 

» How is God the Son specially known to us? 

• As the Redeemer of the world. 

» How is God the Holy Ghost specially known to us? 

• As the Consoler and Sanctifier of the world. 

III. GOD THE FATHER - THE CREATION OF THE 
WORLD 

» Who created all things? 

• God, the Father Almighty, created all things, and is 
therefore called the Creator. 

» What means "to create?" 

• To create means to make something out of nothing. 

» What did God create? 

• He created heaven and earth, and all things that are 
them. 

» In how many days did God create all things? 



• In six days. 

» Why did God create all things? 

• For His own honor and glory. 

» What does God continually do for the world? 

• God preserves and governs the whole world by His 
infinite power, wisdom and goodness. 

» What do we call God's care of the world? 

• We call it Divine Providence. 

» Why is God also called the Lord of heaven and earth? 

• Because heaven and earth belong to Him. 

» Which are the most excellent of God's creatures? 

• Angels and men. 

IV. THE ANGELS 

» What are the angels? 

• Angels are created beings that have understanding 
and free will, that are without body, and are by nature 
more noble than man. 

» In what state did God create the angels? 

• God created them holy and in the state of grace. 



» Did they all remain good? 

• No; many of them sinned against God and were 
punished. 

» How did God punish the bad angels? 

• They were cast from heaven into hell. 

» What name is given to these bad angels? 

• They are called evil spirits or devils. 

» What is the occupation of the good angels? 

• They adore, love and serve God, and protect us. 

» What do we call the angels who protect us? 

• We call them the guardian angels. 

» What do we owe to our guardian angel? 

• We owe them respect, gratitude and confidence. 
» What do the evil spirits do? 

• They tempt us to commit sin. 

» How can we resist the evil spirits? 

• By humble prayer and by making the Sign of the 
Cross. 



V. MAN 


» Which is the most excellent creature on earth? 

• Man. 

» Why did God create man? 

• That he might know Him, love Him, serve Him, and 
then be happy with Him in heaven. 

» How did God create man? 

• God formed the body of man out of earth, but his soul 
He created out of nothing. 

» Who were the first of mankind? 

• Adam and Eve. 

» Where did God place Adam and Eve? 

• He placed them in Paradise. 

» In what state did God create Adam and Eve? 

• God created them in a state of sanctity and 
immortality. 

» Did they continue in that state? 

• No; they sinned against God and were punished. 


» How did Adam and Eve sin? 



• They sinned by eating of the forbidden fruit. 

» Who induced them to commit this sin? 

• The devil in the shape of a serpent. 

» How did God punish Adam and Eve for this sin? 

• He punished them in body and in soul. 

» What was the punishment of the body? 

• They were immediately banished from Paradise, and 
subjected to pains, disease and death. 

» What was the punishment of the soul? 

• They lost God's grace, and, on this account, all right to 
heaven. 

» What other punishment did God inflict upon them? 

• Their understanding was darkened, and their will to do 
good was weakened. 

» How did God console Adam and Eve after their fall? 

• He promised them the Messias or the Saviour. 

» Was this sin only a sin committed by Adam and Eve? 

• No, this sin has passed to all mankind. 

» What is this sin called? 

• Original sin. 



» Who then is stained with original sin? 

• Every one who has not yet been baptized. 

» Who alone of mankind did not inherit original sin? 

• Jesus Christ and His Mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

» What is this special privilege of the Blessed Virgin called? 

• It is called her Immaculate Conception. 

» Of what does man consist? 

• Man consists of a mortal body and of an immortal soul. 
» According to what is the soul of man created? 

• According to the image and likeness of God. 

» Which is more valuable, the body or the soul? 

• The soul. 

» Which are the four last things of man? 

1. Death 

2. Judgment 

3. Hell 

4. Heaven. 

» Must all men die? 

• Yes; all without exception. 



» Why must all men die? 

• In punishment of original sin. 

» What happens to the body after the death of man? 

• The body is buried and will return to dust. 

» What happens to the soul after the death of man? 

• It will be immediately judged by Jesus Christ. 

» Where does the soul go after the particular judgment? 

• It will go to heaven, to purgatory or to hell. 

» How often will every man be judged? 

• Twice; immediately after death, and at the general 
judgment. 

» What will take place at the general judgment? 

• All men will rise from the dead. 

» Why will all men rise from the dead? 

• In order that all may be rewarded or punished forever 
in body and soul. 

God the Son, and the Redemption of the World 
from the 2nd Article of the Creed to the 7th 
inclusively<//h3> 



The Second Article of the Creed 


» Which is the second Article of the Creed? 

• "And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord." 

» Which of the three divine Persona became man? 

• The second Person, that is, the Son of God. 

» What is the name of the Son of God made man? 

• His name is Jesus Christ. 

» Who is Jesus Christ? 

• He is the second divine Person, the Son of God, true 
God and true man at the same time. 

The Third Article of the Creed 

» Which is the third Article of the Creed? 

• "Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary." 

» What mystery does the third Article of the Creed teach us? 

• The mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of God. 

» What do you mean when you say the Son of God became 
man? 



• I moan that the Son of God took to Himself a human 
body and a human soul. 

» How did the Son of God become man? 

• The Blessed Virgin Mary conceived Him by the power 
of the Holy Ghost. 

» Who is the Blessed Virgin Mary? 

• She is the Mother of God. 

» Had Jesus Christ as man a father? 

• No; as man Jesus Christ had no father. 

» Who was Saint Joseph? 

• He was the spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the 
foster-father of Jesus Christ. 

» Why did the Son of God become man? 

• In order to redeem us from sin and from hell. 

» Where was Jesus Christ born? 

• In a stable, at Bethlehem. 

» How many years did Jesus Christ live on earth? 

• Thirty-three years. 

» What was the conduct of Jesus Christ when a child? 



• He was subject to His parents, went with them to the 
Temple, and advanced in wisdom and age and grace 
with God and men. 

» What did Jesus Christ do at the age of thirty years? 

• He began to preach in public and to work miracles. 

» What did Jesus Christ teach? 

• The true religion. 

» What is a miracle? 

• It is an extraordinary event that surpasses the laws of 
nature established by God, and that can happen only 
through God's almighty power. 

» Why did Jesus Christ work miracles? 

• To prove that He was God and the promised Redeemer. 
» How did Jesus Christ redeem us? 

• By His sufferings and death on the Cross. 


The Fourth Article of the Creed 

» Which is the fourth article of the Creed? 

• "Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried." 


» Where did Jesus Christ suffer? 



• In the Garden of Olives, in Jerusalem, and on Mount 
Calvary. 

» What did He suffer in the Garden of Olives? 

• He suffered the agony of death and He sweat blood. 

» What did. Jesus Christ suffer in Jerusalem? 

• He was scourged, crowned with thorns, and 
condemned to death. 

» Who condemned Jesus Christ to death? 

• Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor. 

» What did Jesus Christ suffer on Mount Calvary? 

• After He had carried His Cross to Mount Calvary, He 
was nailed to it and died upon it. 

» Was Jesus Christ compelled to suffer and to die? 

• No; He suffered and died willingly for the love of us. 

» For whom did Jesus Christ die? 

• For all mankind without exception. 

» Why are not all men saved? 

• Because many through their own fault do not share in 
the infinite merits of the death of Jesus Christ. 

» What reminds us of the death of Jesus Christ on the Cross? 



• The Sign of the Cross. 

» Of what more does the Sign of the Cross remind us? 

• Of the Most Blessed Trinity, for we say: In the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

» How do you make the Sign of the Cross? 

• We touch with the right hand the forehead, the breast, 
then the left and the right shoulder, while saying: In the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 

» What happened to the body of Jesus Christ after His death? 

• It was laid in a tomb. 


The Fifth Article of the Creed 

» Which is the fifth article of the Creed? 

• "He descended into hell; the third day He rose again 
from the dead." 

» Where did the soul of Jesus Christ go after His death? 

• The soul of Jesus Christ went down into "Limbo," in 
order to console and deliver the souls of the just who 
were detained there. 

» Why were the souls of the just detained in Limbo? 



• Because on account of original sin heaven was closed 
and was to be opened only by Jesus Christ. 

» What did Jesus Christ do on the third day after His death? 

• He rose from the dead. 

The Sixth Article of the Creed 

» Which is the sixth article of the Creed? 

• "He ascended into heaven, sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty." 

» What did Jesus Christ do forty days after His resurrection? 

• He went up into Heaven. 

» Where is Jesus Christ now? 

• In Heaven at the right hand of God the Father, and on 
earth in the Blessed Sacrament. 

The Seventh Article of the Creed 

» Which is the seventh article of the Creed? 

• "From thence He shall come to judge the living and the 
dead." 

» When will Jesus Christ come again? 



• At the end of the world, to judge all men, the good and 
the wicked. 


» What do we call the judgment that will take place at the 
end of the world? 

• We call it the last or the general judgment. 

» What do we call the judgment immediately after death? 

• We call it the particular judgment. 


God the Holy Ghost, and the Sanctification of 
the World 

from the 8th Article of the Creed to the 12th 
inclusively 

The Eighth Article of the Creed 

» Which is the eighth article of the Creed? 

• "I believe in the Holy Ghost." 

» Who is the Holy Ghost? 

• The Holy Ghost is the Third Person of the Blessed 
Trinity, true God from all eternity. 

» What effects does the Holy Ghost produce in this world? 

• The Holy Ghost teaches and directs the Church and 
sanctifies mankind by His grace. 



The Ninth Article of the Creed 


» Which is the ninth article of the Creed? 

• "The Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints." 
» What did Jesus Christ do with those who believed in Him? 

• He united them in a body, and this body of the faithful 
He called His Church. 

» For whom did Jesus Christ establish his Church? 

• For the people of all nations and of all times. 

» What did Jesus Christ do to extend His Church 
everywhere? 

• He chose twelve apostles, or messengers of the faith. 

» Who was the chief of the twelve apostles? 

• The apostle Saint Peter. 

» Why was Saint Peter the chief among the apostles? 

• Because Jesus Christ made him His visible 
representative on earth and the head of the Church. 

» Who is the invisible head of the Church? 

• Jesus Christ Himself. 

» Who are the successors of the apostles? 



• The Pope, the bishops, and the priests. 

» Who is the successor of Saint Peter? 

• The Bishop of Rome, who is called the Pope, or the 
Holy Father. 

» What is the Pope? 

• He is like Saint Peter the vicar of Jesus Christ on earth, 
and the visible head of the Church. 

» Can the Pope as head of the Church err in matters of faith? 

• No; for he, as the head of the Church, is infallible in 
matters of faith. 

» Can we he saved in every religion? 

• No; we can be saved only in the religion that Jesus 
Christ has taught. 

» Where do we find this religion of Jesus Christ? 

• We find it in the Roman Catholic Church. 

» Why is the Roman Catholic Church the true Church of Jesus 
Christ? 

• Because only she has the four marks of the true 
Church of Jesus Christ. 

» What are the four marks of the true Church of Jesus Christ? 



• The true Church of Jesus Christ must be: One, Holy, 
Catholic and Apostolic. 

» How long will the Roman Catholic Church last? 

• Till the end of the world. 

» What is meant by the Communion of Saints? 

• The spiritual union of all the members of the Church as 
members of one body, whose head is Jesus Christ. 

» Who are the members of the Church? 

• The saints in heaven, the faithful on earth, and the 
souls in purgatory. 


The Tenth Article of the Creed 

» Which is the tenth article of the Creed? 

• "The forgiveness of sins." 

» Who has power to forgive sins? 

• Only the Pope, the bishops, and the priests of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

» How are sins forgiven? 

• Chiefly through the sacraments of baptism and 
penance. 



The Eleventh Article of the Creed 


» Which is the eleventh article of the Creed? 

• "The resurrection of the body." 

» What is meant by the resurrection of the body? 

• It means that the bodies of all men will rise from the 
grave and be reunited to their souls. 

» When will this happen? 

• On the day of general judgment. 

The Twelfth Article of the Creed 

» Which is the twelfth article of the Creed? 

• "And life everlasting. Amen." 

» What is meant by life everlasting? 

• It means that after this life a life will follow that is 
without end and without change. 

» How many kinds of everlasting life are there? 

• Two kinds; one happy, the other unhappy. 

» Where is the everlasting, happy life? 

• In heaven. 


» Who is in heaven? 



• God, the angels, and the saints. 

» Who are they that go to Heaven? 

• They who have either preserved their innocence or 
have done penance for their sins. 

» Where is the everlasting, unhappy life? 

• In hell. 

» Who are in Hell? 

• The devils and the damned. 

» Who are they who go to Hell? 

• They who do not die in the grace of God, that is, who 
die in mortal sin. 

» Who are they who go to Purgatory? 

• They who die in the grace of God, but who have not 
yet satisfied God for venial sins or for temporal 
punishments. 

» How long do the souls remain in Purgatory? 

• Till they have satisfied God's justice. 

» How can we help the souls in purgatory? 

• By prayer, good works, indulgences, and principally by 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 



» How long will Purgatory last? 

• Till the end of the world. 

» What is the meaning of the word "Amen"? 

• The meaning is "so be it" — "This I believe." 

CHAPTER II - CHRISTIAN HOPE AND PRAYER 

» What is the second thing after faith that you must do in 
order to please God? 

• I must hope in God. 

» What must we hope to obtain from God? 

• All that is necessary for our salvation. 

» May we hope to obtain from God temporal goods? 

• Yes; so far us they are no hindrance to our salvation. 
» How do we practise this hope in God? 

• Chiefly by prayer. 

» What is prayer? 

• It is the raising of the heart to God in order to obtain 
graces from Him. 


» Is prayer necessary? 



• Yes; because God usually does not wish to grant His 
graces unless He is asked by prayer. 

» How must we pray? 

• We must pray with devotion, with humility, with 
perseverance, and with confidence in the merits of Jesus 
Christ. 


» Should we pray only to God? 

• We must also pray to the saints for their intercession 
with God, especially should we pray to our holy patrons 
and to the guardian angels. 

» To whom after God should we especially pray? 

• To the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God. 

» When should we pray? 

• We should pray always, especially on rising in the 
morning and the going to bed at night, before and after 
meals, when in church, and in all dangers and 
temptations. 

» For whom should we pray? 

• For ourselves, for our parents and benefactors, for the 
spiritual and temporal authorities, for our friends and 
enemies, for the living, and for the souls in purgatory. 


» Which are the best prayers? 

• The "Our Father" and the "Hail Mary. 



» Who taught us the "Our Father"? 

• Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

» Who gave us the "Hail Mary"? 

• It was given to us by the Archangel Gabriel, Saint 
Elizabeth, and the Catholic Church. 

» Say the "Our Father." 

1. Our Father who art in heaven; 

2. Hallowed be Thy name; 

3. Thy kingdom come; 

4. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

5. Give us this day our daily bread; 

6. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; 

7. And lead us not into temptation; 

8. But deliver us from evil. 

Amen. 


» Say the "Hail Mary." 

1. Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; 

2. Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

3. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now 
and at the hour of our death. 

Amen. 


CHAPTER III - CHRISTIAN CHARITY, OR THE 
LOVE OF GOD AND OF OUR NEIGHBOR 



» Is it enough to believe in God and hope in Him? 

• No; I must also love God. 

» How must you love God? 

• I must love God with my whole heart and above all 
things. 

» Whom must you love besides God? 

• I must also love my neighbor. 

» How must you love your neighbor? 

• I must love my neighbor as I love myself. 

» Who is your neighbor? 

• Every one, friend or enemy. 

» When do you show that you love God? 

• When I keep His commandments. 

» How many commandments did God give to mankind? 

• Ten commandments. 

» When did God give to mankind the Ten Commandments? 

• In the Old Testament he gave them through Moses on 
Mount Sinai; and in the New Testament Jesus Christ 
confirmed and explained them. 

» Are we obliged to keep all the commandments of God? 



• Yes; for God is our supreme Lord, and we must obey 
Him. 

» Can we keep the commandments of God? 

• Yes; we can keep them with the grace of God. 

» Say the Ten Commandments. 

1. I am the Lord thy God. Thou shalt not have strange 
gods before Me. Thou shalt not make to thyself a graven 
thing to adore it and to serve it. 

2. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain. 

3. Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day. 

4. Honor thy father and thy mother that it may be well 
with thee, and thou may live long on earth. 

5. Thou shalt not kill. 

6. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

7. Thou shalt not steal. 

8. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor. 

9. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife. 

10. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbors goods. 

» Is it enough if we keep only the commandments of God? 

• No; we are also obliged to keep the commandments of 
the Church. 

» How many commandments of the Church are there? 

• Chiefly six. 


» Which are they? 



1. Thou shalt keep holy the festival days of obligation. 

2. Thou shalt devoutly hear Mass on all Sundays and 
Holy days of obligation. 

3. Thou shalt keep fasting days and days of abstinence. 

4. Thou shalt confess thy sins to a priest duly 
authorized, at least once a year, and receive worthily 
Holy Communion at Easter or within the appointed time. 

5. Thou shalt not marry within the forbidden degrees of 
kindred, nor solemnize marriage within the forbidden 
times. 

6. Thou shalt contribute according to thy means to the 
support of the Church and of thy pastor. 


CHAPTER IV - THE SACRAMENTS 

» What ia a Sacrament? 

• It is a visible sign, instituted by Jesus Christ, by which 
we receive grace and interior sanctification. 

» How many Sacraments did Jesus Christ institute? 

• He instituted seven Sacraments. 

» Which are they? 

1. Baptism 

2. Confirmation 

3. Holy Eucharist 

4. Penance 

5. Extreme Unction 

6. Holy Orders 

7. Matrimony 



Baptism 

» Which is the first and most necessary Sacrament? 

• Baptism is the first and most necessary Sacrament. 

» Why is Baptism the first Sacrament? 

• Because before Baptism no other sacrament can be 
validly received. 

» Why is Baptism the most necessary Sacrament? 

• Because without Baptism no one can be saved. 

» Why can we not be saved without Baptism? 

• Because we arc cleansed from original sin only by 
Baptism. 

» What is Baptism? 

• Baptism is a Sacrament in which, by water and the 
word of God, we arc cleansed from all sin, and are born 
again to eternal life in Christ. 

» What effect has Baptism on man? 

• He is made a child of God, an heir of heaven, and a 
Christian. 

» In case of necessity who may baptize? 

• Any person may baptize. 



» How do we baptize? 


• We pour water on the head of the person to be 
baptized and at the same time say: "I baptize thee in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost." 

» How often can we be baptized? 

• Only once. 


Confirmation 

» What is Confirmation? 

• Confirmation is a Sacrament in which the bishop, by 
laying on his hands and anointing with holy chrism, 
communicates to the baptized person the Holy Ghost, 
that his faith may be strengthened. 

» Who are the ordinary and lawful ministers of Confirmation? 

• Only Catholic bishops. 

» Which graces do we receive in Confirmation? 

• The grace to profess our faith steadfastly, and the 
grace to live according to it. 

» Who can receive Confirmation? 

• Every baptized person. 



» How often can Confirmation he received? 


• Only once. 

Holy Eucharist 

» What is the Holy Eucharist? 

• The Holy Eucharist is the true Body and the true Blood 
of oiir Lord Jesus Christ under the appearances of bread 
and wine. 

» When did Jesus Christ institute the Blessed Eucharist? 

• On Holy Thursday at the Last Supper. 

» How did Jesus Christ institute the Blessed Eucharist? 

• He took bread, blessed it and said: "This is My Body." 

» What became of the bread when these words were said? 

• The bread was changed into the Body of Jesus Christ. 

» What did Jews Christ do afterwards? 

• He took the chalice with wine, blessed it and said: 
"This is My Blood." 

» What became of the wine when these words were said? 

• The wine was changed into the Blood of Jesus Christ. 



» What do we call the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ under 
the appearances of bread and wine? 


• The Holy Eucharist, the Blessed Sacrament, the 
Sacrament of the Altar, the Sacred Host, or the Viaticum. 

» Why did Jesus Christ institute the Blessed Eucharist? 

• That it should be the perpetual Sacrifice of the New 
Law, and the spiritual nourishment of our soul. 

» In how many ways did Jesus Christ offer Himself? 

• In two ways: in a bloody and in an unbloody manner. 

» When did Jesus Christ offer Himself in a bloody manner? 

• At His death on the Cross. 

» When did Jesus Christ offer Himself in an unbloody 
manner? 

• At the Last Supper; and this He always does at every 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

» To whom did Jesus Christ give the power to offer the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass as He offered it? 

• To the apostles and to their lawful successors, the 
Catholic bishops and priests. 

» What, then, happens during the Sacrifice of the Mass? 

• Jesus Christ offers Himself for us to His heavenly Father 
by the hands of the priest. 



» Which are the chief parts of the Mass? 

• The Offertory, the Consecration, and the Communion. 
» What takes place at the Offertory? 

• The priest offers to God the bread and wine that are 
afterwards consecrated. 

» What takes place at the Consecration? 

• By the words of consecration the priest changes the 
bread and wine into the true Body and into the true 
Blood of Jesus Christ. 

» What lakes place at the Communion? 

• The priest consumes the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ and gives Holy Communion to all those who wish 
to receive It. 

» What do people receive when they receive Holy 
Communion? 

• The living Body of Jesus Christ. 

» How should we be prepared in order to receive Holy 
Communion? 

• We should be in the state of grace, should be fasting, 
and should be devout. 

» What should we do during the Sacrifice of the Mass? 

• In union with the priest we should offer Jesus Christ to 
His heavenly Father. 



» Of what should we especially think during the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass? 

• Of the sufferings and the death of Jesus Christ. 


Penance or Confession 

» What is the Sacrament of Penance or Confession? 

• It is the Sacrament in which the priest as God's 
representative forgives the sins which the sinner has 
committed after Baptism, if he confesses them with 
sorrow. 

» When did Jesus Christ institute this Sacrament? 

• After His Resurrection when He said to His apostles: 
"Receive ye the Holy Ghost; whose sins you shall 
forgive, they are forgiven them; and whose sins you 
shall retain, they are retained." (John 20:22,23) 

» To whom is the Sacrament of Penance necessary? 

• To all those who have fallen into sin after Baptism. 

» What must we do before Confession? 

• We must pray to the Holy Ghost, to the Blessed Virg 
Mary, and to the saints for their help. 

» About what should we examine our conscience? 



• About the sins that we committed since our last 
confession in thought, word or deed, and in omission of 
the good works that we are Obliged to perform. 

» What must we do above all to obtain forgiveness of our 
sins? 

• We must be sorry for all our sins. 

» Why must we be sorry for our sins? 

• Because by sin we have offended God, the supreme 
and most amiable Good; have lost heaven and deserved 
hell. 

» What must we resolve to do? 

• We must firmly resolve with the grace of God to avoid 
every sin and every dangerous occasion, and to lead a 
good life. 

» What must we confess? 

• All grievous sins together with their number and 
circumstances. 

» What must we do when we enter the Confessional? 

• We should kneel down, make the Sign of the Cross and 
say: 

Bless me Father, for I have sinned; it has been (Here 
mention the length of time.) since my last 
confession. These are my sins: (Here mention your 
sins afterwards adding;) For these and all the sins of 



my past life I am heartily sorry especially for: (Give 
some particular sin you are particularly sorry for.) 


» What should we then say? 

• We should say the Act of Contrition in a tone that can 
be heard by the priest. 

An Act of Contrition 

O my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended 
Thee, and I detest all my sins, because I dread the 
loss of Heaven and the pains of Hell, but most of all 
because they offend Thee, my God, Who art all-good 
and deserving of all my love. I firmly resolve, with 
the help of Thy grace to confess my sins, to do 
penance and to amend my life. Amen. 


» What does the priest do then? 

• He first gives an advice, then enjoins a penance, and 
gives us absolution. 

» What happens if our confession is without true contrition, 
or if we conceal a mortal sin? 

• We make a bad confession. 

» What must we do after confession? 

• We must say our penance and do all that the confessor 
has told us to do. 

» Why does the priest give us a penance? 



• That we may satisfy for the temporal punishment 
which we have deserved by committing sin. 

» How is the temporal punishment also remitted? 

• By gaining Indulgences. 

» Why is the temporal punishment remitted by Indulgences? 

• Because the Church offers satisfaction for us to the 
divine justice. 

» How does she offer this satisfaction? 

• Out of the treasures, intrusted to her, of the merits of 
Jesus Christ and of His saints. 

» What is necessary to gain an indulgence? 

• We must be in the state of grace, and perform with 
exactness the good works prescribed. 


Extreme Unction 

» What is Extreme Unction? 


• It is a Sacrament in which by the anointing with holy 
oil and by the prayer of tlie priest the sick person in 
danger of death receives the grace of God for the good 
of the soul, and often also of the body. 


» How is Extreme Unction administered? 



• The priest prays over the sick person and anoints him 
with holy oil. 


» What effects does Extreme Unction produce in the soul? 

• It strengthens the soul for the struggle of death, and 
remits those sins which the sick person is unable to 
confess. 

» Who can and should receive Extreme Unction? 

• Every Catholic who has come to the use of reason, and 
is dangerously ill. 

» How often can Extreme Unction be received? 

• As often as we become dangerously ill. 


Holy Orders 

» What is the Sacrament of Holy Orders? 

• Holy Orders is a Sacrament in which chosen men 
receive the powers and the grace of the priesthood, that 
they may faithfully discharge its duties. 

» Which is the highest power given by Holy Orders? 

• The power of the bishops, and of the priests. 

» What power is given to the priest? 

• To offer the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, to administer 
the Sacraments, and to preach. 



» Who can ordain priests? 

• Only the bishops. 

Matrimony 

» What is Matrimony? 

• It is a Sacrament by when Christians enter the 
marriage state, and receive the grace to live together in 
a holy manner, and to bring up their children in the fear 
of God. 

» Who may receive this Sacrament? 

• Only single persons, a man and a woman, who arc free 
from every impediment of marriage. 

» How long do man and wife remain married? 

• Until one of them dies. 

CHAPTER V - CHRISTIAN JUSTICE 

» In what does Christian justice consist? 

• It consists in avoiding evil and in doing good. 


Avoid Evil 



» Which is the greatest evil in the world? 

• Sin. 

» Why is sin the greatest evil in the world? 

• Because it offends God, and hurts the soul. 

» When do we commit sin? 

• When we wilfully violate a commandment of God. 

» How do we commit sin? 

• In thoughts, words and actions, and by the omission of 
the good that we are obliged to do. 

» Are all sins equally great? 

• No; for there are mortal sins and venial sins. 

» How does God punish mortal sin? 

• He punishes it by the everlasting torments of hell. 

» How does God punish venial sin? 

• He punishes it in this life by all kinds of temporal evils, 
and after death by the torments of purgatory. 

Do Good 

» Is it enough only to avoid sin? 



• No; we must also do good. 

» When do we do good? 

• When we practise virtues or perform good works. 

» How many kinds of virtues are there? 

• There are theological or divine, and moral virtues. 
» Which are the theological virtues? 

• These three: 

1. Faith 

2. Hope 

3. Charity 

» Which are the chief moral virtues? 

• These four: 

1. Prudence 

2. Justice 

3. Fortitude 

4. Temperance. 

» Which are the principal good works? 

• These three: 

1. Prayer 

2. Fasting 

3. Almsgiving. 

» How does God reward the good that we do? 



• In this life by all kinds of temporal happiness, if it be 
useful for our souls, and after death by the eternal joys 
of heaven. 


Appendices 

The Sign of the Cross 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy 
Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us ouv 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

The Hail Mary 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art 
thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 
Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God! pray for us sinners now, 
and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

Adoration of the Most Blessed Trinity 

Glory be to the Father, glory be to the Son, glory be to the 
Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 


An Act of Contrition 



O my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended Thee, and 
I detest all my sins, because I dread the loss of Heaven and 
the pains of Hell, but most of all because they offend Thee, 
my God, Who art all-good and deserving of all my love. I 
firmly resolve, with the help of Thy grace to confess my sins, 
to do penance and to amend my life. Amen. 

The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, bom of the Virgin Mary; He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again 
from the dead; He ascended into heaven, sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; thence He shall come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting. Amen. 

An Act of Faith 

O my God, I firmly believe that Thou art one God in three 
Divine Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; I believe that 
Thy Divine Son became man, and died for our sins, and that 
He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe 
these and all the truths which the Holy Catholic Church 
teaches, because Thou hast revealed them, who canst 
neither deceive nor be deceived. 

An Act of Hope 

O my God, relying on Thy almighty power and infinite mercy 
and promises, I hope to obtain pardon of my sins, the hell) of 



Thy grace, and life everlasting, through the merits of Jesus 
Christ, my Lord and Redeemer. 

An Act of Charity 

O my God, I love Thee above all things, with my whole heart 
and soul, because Thou art all-good and worthy of all love. I 
love my neighbor as myself for the love of Thee. I forgive all 
wlio have injured me, and ask pardon of all whom I have 
injured. 

The Angelas 

V. The angel of the Lord declared unto Mary. 

R. And she conceived of the Holy Ghost. Hail Mary, etc. 

V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord. 

R. May it be done unto me according to Thy word. Hail 
Mary, etc. 

V. And the Word was made flesh. 

R. And dwelt among us. Hail Mary, etc. 

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of 
Christ. 

Let us pray. 


Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord! Thy grace into our 
hearts; that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ Thy 
Son has been made known by the message of an arigel. 



may, by His Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of 
His resurrection. Through the same Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Regina Coeli 

- from Holy Saturday evening, till Saturday noon before 
Trinity Sunday instead of the Angelus we say: 

O Queen of heaven! rejoice. Alleluia. 

For He Whom thou didst deserve to bear. Alleluia. 

Is risen again, as He said. Alleluia. 

Pray for us to God. Alleluia. 

V. Rejoice, and be glad, O Virgin Mary, Alleluia. 

R. Because our Lord is truly risen. Alleluia. 

Let us pray - O God, who by the resurrection of Thy Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, have been pleased to fill the world with 
joy; grant, we beseech Thee, that by the Virgin Mary, His 
Mother, we may receive the joys of eternal life. Through the 
same Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Morning Offering 

O my God, in union with the Immaculate Heart of Mary (here 
kiss your Brown Scapular) I offer Thee the Precious Blood of 
Jesus from all the altars throughout the world, joining with It 
the offering of my every thought, word and action of this 
day. O my Jesus, I desire today to gain every indulgence and 
merit I can and I offer them together with myself, to Mary 
Immaculate . . . that she may best apply them to the 
interests of Thy Most Sacred Heart. Precious Blood of Jesus, 
Save us! Immaculate Heart of Mary, Pray for us! Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, Have mercy on us! 



The Blessing before Meals 

Bless us, O Lord, and these Thy gifts, which we are about to 
receive from Thy bounty, through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

Grace after Meals 

We give Thee thanks for all Thy benefits, O Almighty God, 
who lives and reigns forever; and may the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God rest in peace. 
Amen. 

Prayer to the Guardian Angel 

Angel of God, my guardian dear, to whom God's love 
commits me here. Ever this day be at my side. To light and 
guard, to rule and guide. Amen. 

Prayer for the Souls in Purgatory 

V. Eternal rest give unto the faithful departed, O Lord! 

R. And let perpetual light shine upon them! 

V. May they rest in peace. 

R. Amen. 

Prayer in Honor of the Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin 

O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us, who have 
recourse to thee! 


- or - 



By thy holy virginity and Immaculate Conception, O most 
pure Virgin, obtain for me purity of mind and body. In the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

Salve Regina 

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, our sweetness, 
and our hope; to thee we cry, poor banished children of Eve; 
to tliee do we send our sighs, mourning and weeping in this 
valley of tears. Turn then, most gracious Advocate, thine 
eyes of mercy towards us, and after this, our exile, is ended, 
show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus. O most 
clement, most pious, and most sweet Virgin Mary. Amen. 

Memora re 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary! that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to thy protection, implored thy 
help, and sought thy intercession, was left unaided. Inspired 
with this confidence I fly unto thee, O Virgin of Virgins, my 
Mother! To thee I come, before thee I stand sinful and 
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my 
petition, but in thy mercy hear and answer me. Amen. 

The Mysteries of the Holy Rosary 

THE JOYFUL MYSTERIES 

1. The Annunciation of our Lady when the Son of God was 
conceived. 

2. The Visitation of Saint Elizabeth. 

3. The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

4. The Presentation of our Lord in the Temple. 

5. The Finding of our Lord in the Temple among the Doctors. 



THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES 


1. The Resurrection of our Lord. 

2. His Ascension into Heaven. 

3. The Coming of the Holy Ghost. 

4. The Assumption of our Lady into Heaven. 

5. Her Coronation above all Angels and Saints in Heaven. 

THE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES 

1. The Agony of our Lord in the Garden. 

2. The Scourging of our Lord at the Pillar. 

3. The Crowning of our Lord with Thorns. 

4. The Carrying of the Cross. 

5. The Crucifixion and Death on the Cross. 

Manner of Saying the Beads Devoutly 

Preparatory Prayers 

1. Begin by making the Sign of the Cross on yourself, with 
the Cross affixed to your beads. 

2. Then kissing this sacred emblem, place yourself in the 
Divine presence and recite the Apostles' Creed. 

3. On the first large bead, say the Our Father; on each of the 
three small beads, say the Hail Mary. 

Rosary Proper 

1. Start the first decade by meditating on the first Mystery. 
On the large bead say the Our Father and on the ten small 
beads say ten Hail Marys. Then say the Glory Be to the 
Father. 



2. Continue the other four decades in the same manner, 
meditating on one of the mysteries. 


Concluding Prayers 

1. Recite the Hail Holy Queen, then, 

2. Pray for us O holy Mother of God, that wc may be made 
worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us Pray: O God, whose only begotten Son, by His life, 
death and resurrection has purchased for us the rewards of 
Eternal Life, grant we beseech Thee that meditating on the 
mysteries of the Most Holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
we may imitate what they contain and obtain what they 
promise. Through the same Christ Our Lord. Amen. 


The Rosary combines vocal with mental prayer. It is a 
summary of the most important parts of the Gospels, a most 
useful and powerful prayer. Catholics should not fail to say 
at least five decades of the Rosary each day. To those who 
recite the Rosary in the Presence of the Blessed Sacrament a 
plenary indulgence is granted. It is a devout custom to carry 
always your Rosary about you, as a testimony of your desire 
to live and die as a true child of the holy Church, and as a 
special mark of your devotion to the Holy Mother of God. 

Prayer Before a Crucifix 

Look down upon me, O good and gentle Jesus, while before 
Thy face I humbly kneel, and with burning soul pray and 
beseech Thee to fix deep in my heart lively sentiments of 
faith, hope, and charity, true contrition for my sins, and a 
firm purpose of amendment; the while I contemplate with 



great love and tender pity Thy five wounds, pondering over 
them within me, calling to mind the words which David Thy 
prophet said of Thee, my good Jesus: "They have pierced My 
hands and My feet; they have numbered all My bones." 

Prayer of Saint Ignatius 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me. 

Body of Christ, save me. 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me. 

Water flowing from the side of Christ, cleanse me. 

O good Jesus! hear me. 

Let me not be separated from Thee. 

From the wicked enemy defend me. 

In the hour of death call me. 

Command me to come to Thee. 

That with Thy Saints and Angels I may praise Thee. 
Throughout the ages of eternity. 

Amen. 

The Manner in Which a Lay Person Is to 
Baptize in Case of Necessity 

Pour ordinary water on the forehead of the person to be 
baptized, and say while pouring it: 

"I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost." 

N.B. Any person of either sex who has reached the use of 
reason can baptize in case of necessity, but the same person 
must say the words while pouring the water. 

The Ten Commandments of God 



1. I am the Lord thy God. Thou shalt not have strange Gods 
before Me. Thou shalt not make to thyself a graven thing to 
adore and to serve it. 

2. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain. 

3. Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day. 

4. Honor thy father and thy mother that it may be well with 
thee and thou may live long on earth. 

5. Thou shalt not kill. 

6. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

7. Thou shalt not steal. 

8. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 

9. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife. 

10. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's goods. 

The Six Commandments of the Church 

1. Thou shalt keep holy the festival days of obligation. 

2. Thou shalt devoutly hear Mass on Sundays and Holy days 
of obligation. 

3. Thou shalt keep fasting days and days of abstinence. 

4. Thou shalt confess thy sins to a priest duly authorized, at 
least once a year, and receive worthily Holy Communion at 
Easter or within the appointed time. 

5. Thou shalt not marry within the forbidden degrees of 
kindred, nor solemnize marriage within the forbidden times. 



6. Thou shalt contribute according to thy means to the 
support of the Church and of thy pastor. 


Saint John Nepomucene Neumann 

Also known as 

• Giovanni Nepomuceno Neumann 

• Jan Nepomucky Neumann 

Memorial 

5 January 

Profile 

Son of Philip, who was German and 
owned a stocking factory, and Agnes Neumann who was 
Czech. John was a small and quiet boy with four sisters and a 
brother, and was named after Saint John Nepomucene. An 
excellent student, John early felt drawn to religious life. 
Seminarian at Budweis, Bohemia in 1813, he studied 
astronomy and botany in addition to theological topics. 
Studied theology at Charles Ferdinand University at Prague 
in 1833. 

When time came for John's ordination, his bishop was sick; 
the ordination was never re-scheduled as Bohemia had an 
overabundance of priests. John decided to go to America to 
ask for ordination, and to work with emigres. He walked most 
of the way to France, then took ship for America. 

John arrived unannounced in Manhattan in 1836. Bishop 
John Dubois was happy to see him as there were 36 priests 




for the 200,000 Catholics in New York and New Jersey. John 
was ordained on 28 June 1836, and sent to Buffalo. There 
the parish priest. Father Pax, gave him the choice of the city 
of Buffalo or of the rural area; John chose the more difficult 
country area. He stayed in a small town with an unfinished 
church, and when it was completed, he moved to a town 
with a log church. There he built himself a small log cabin, 
rarely lit a fire, slept little, often lived on bread and water, 
and walked miles to visit farm after remote farm. John's 
parishioners were from many lands and tongues, but John 
knew twelve languages, and worked with them all. 

He joined the Redemptorists at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 
1840, taking his vows at Baltimore, Maryland in 1841, the 
first Redemptorist to do so in the United States. Home 
missioner in Maryland, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. 
Rector of Saint Philomena church in Pittsburgh in 1844. 
Vice-regent and superior of the Redemptorists in America in 
1847. Bishop of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1852. 

Bishop John built fifty churches and began building a 
cathedral. He opened almost one hundred schools, and the 
number of parochial school students in his diocese grew 
from 500 to 9,000. He wrote newspaper articles, two 
catechisms, and many works in German. First American man 
and first American bishop to be canonized. 

Born 

28 March 1811 at Prachititz, Bohemia (Czech Republic) 

Died 

5 January 1860 of a stroke at 13th and Vine Streets, Bishop 
of Philadephia, Pennsylvania, USA 



Venerated 


11 December 1921 by Pope Benedict XV (decree on heroic 
virtues) 

Beatified 

13 October 1963 by Pope Paul VI at Rome, Italy 

Canonized 

19 June 1977 by Pope Paul VI 

Storefront 

medals and pendants 

Readings 

Since every man of whatever race is endowed with the 
dignity of a person, he has an inalienable right to an 
education corresponding to his proper destiny and suited to 
his native talents, his cultural background, and his ancestral 
heritage. At the same time, this education should pave the 
way to brotherly association with other peoples, so that 
genuine unity and peace on earth may be promoted. For a 
true education aims at the formation of the human person 
with respect to the good of those societies of which, as a 
man, he is a member, and in whose responsibilities, as an 
adult, he will share. - Saint John Neumann 

A man must always be ready, for death comes when and 
where God wills it. - Saint John Neumann 



Merciful Father, You have given nne all that I have in this 
world, even life itself. In all my daily needs, help me to 
remember the needs of others too. Make me aware of the 
need to pray to You not just for myself but for the Church, 
the Pope, for the clergy and for people who suffer any need. 
Make me as selfless as Saint John Nuemann. Throughout my 
life, give me the grace to direct my first thoughts to the 
service of You and of others. Make my prayer - “Your will be 
done" knowing that in Your mercy and love. Your will for me 
is my sanctification. I ask this through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 
Amen. - Saint John Neumann 

http://catholicsaints.info/saint-john-nepomucene-neumann/ 


Approbation Given to the Original Edition of 
these Catechisms 

The small and the large Catechism written in German by the 
late Right Rev. John Nepomucene Neumann, D.D., Bishop of 
Philadelphia, and member of the Congregation of the Most 
Holy Redeemer, were approved by the First Plenary Council 
held in Baltimore in 1852. An experience of more than 
thirty-seven years has proved that these Catechisms have 
exercised a salutary influence not only over the schools but 
also over the religious life of the Catholics in America. So 
general has been the favor with which they have met, that 
up to the present time the small Catechism has reached the 
thirtieth edition, and the large Catechism the eighteenth. 
They have recently been revised and enlarged; and in order 
that they might be better adapted to the wants of the 
schools, they have been divided into a series of Catechisms; 
namely, a small, an intermediate and a large Catechism. Two 
theologians, whom we appointed for the task, have carefully 
examined them. Having received the necessary faculties 



from our Superior-General, we hereby cheerfully give 
permission that these Catechisms be published. 

Elias Fred. Schauer, C SS R., 

Sup. Prov., Baltimore. 

Feast of Saint Philomena 1882; Baltimore, Maryland 
imprimatur: -i- James Gibbons, Archbishop of Baltimore, 24 
July 1884 


About This EBook 

The text of this ebook is taken from Small Catechism of the 
Catholic Reli g ion , b v Saint l ohn Neoomucene Neumann 
published by the Slaves of the Immaculate Heart, and a 
source pdf is available online at Internet Archive. 

The cover images is a detail of a stained glass window of 
Saint John Nepomucene Neumann, date and artist unknown, 
installed in the Saint Joan of Arc Catholic Church in Powell, 
Ohio. It was photographed on 14 January 2012 by Nheyob, 
and the source image is available online at Wikimedia 
Commons. 

The photograph of Saint John Nepomucene Neumann was 
taken in the mid-19th-century, photographer unknown; it is 
available online at Wikimedia Commons. 
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